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A unique occasion deserves

a unique experience.

For Expert Advice Call
01722 445900

 
 

 
https://italian-short-breaks.co.uk/grand-tour-adventures/authentic-italy/

Simply Authentic Italy - Venice, Verona, Florence & Rome

Break available: SOLD OUT FOR 2023 10 days

For those wanting to cover the four main cities in Italy, this is the
one. Begin in romantic Venice before venturing onto Romeo &
Juliet’s Verona and take in the opera at the open-air arena. Next
stop is Renaissance Florence before finishing your trip in ancient
Rome, visiting the birth of religion at Vatican City. Verona Opera
Schedule This trip covers north to south Italy and provides a
flavour of each unique region. It can be tailor-made to be longer or
shorter to suit you. This is just an idea of what we can do. We
provide full ground arrangements that begin on arrival in the first
city to the airport on your last, including all transfers between
cities. We do the planning while you can sit back and enjoy! We
are currently offering a Complimentary Free Upgrade to the
Best seating in the Verona arena. Main photo copyrighted
Courtesy of Fondazione Arena di Verona.

 

Highlights

● 10 day break visiting Venice, Verona, Florence and Rome
● Attend the Opera at the open-air Arena di Verona in the Best

seats in the arena (Complimentary Free Upgrade)
● Private Guided Tour of the Florence Duomo
● Private Guided Vatican Visit including the Sistine Chapel and

St Peter's in Rome
● Venice and Verona Pass Cards providing free access to Key

sites avoiding queues

Day by Day Itinerary

Day 1
Fly to Venice and Private Watertaxi to your hotel

/event-opera-info/italy/places/verona/schedule/
/event-opera-info/italy/places/verona/schedule/
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Fly to Venice where your Private Meet & Greet watertaxi will be waiting to transfer to your hotel in the centre of Venice. We do not believe in
group transfers, all of our transfers are private to you, so there is no waiting around.

Hotel Metropole is a stunning 5 star hotel located around a 10mins walk from St Mark’s Square, on the Grand Canal. Why not upgrade to a
Deluxe Lagoon View so you can wake up with a beautiful view overlooking St Giorgio Island opposite. See Optional Extras below for more
information.

This afternoon/evening is at leisure. Alternatively, you could add in a romantic gondola ride for 2. There is no better way to see Venice than
by gondola. Please see Optional Extras for more information.

Why Italian Short Breaks?

A la Carte Optional Extras

Venice - Upgrade Hotel Metropole Deluxe Lagoon View Room

Hotel Metropole is ideally located on the grand canal, but only a deluxe lagoon view room will provide you with a fantastic vista of San Giorgio
Island and the lagoon. The rooms are larger and feature further intricate Venetian design and detail.

Price Per Person: From £120 per person per night

Venice - Gondola Ride

Take the complimentary hotel watertaxi into Venice to start your sunset gondola ride tour. Sit back and relax seeing this floating city the only
way it can truly be seen.

Head along the Grand Canal past a vista of stunning palaces and bridges, before your 30mins tour comes to a finish.

Price Per Person: £65 per person

/italy-italian-short-breaks/
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Day 2
Day at Leisure 

Day at leisure to use your Venice Pass Card. This provides free beat the queues access to both the Doge’s Palace and St Mark’s Basilica.

The Doge’s Palace is the seat of power for the reigning Doge’s through the centuries. The palace has many rooms adorned with artworks of
them, along with many other treasures. As you wander through the rooms, you will soon come to The Bridge of Sighs, so named as it was
the last view of the outside world that the prisoners had before entering the prison. Get to see the cell that Casanova famously escaped from
as you continue your walk.

Next, head to St Mark’s Basilica. This is an eclectic East meets West basilica which while strongly Venetian, also has a nod to the Ottoman
design structurally. It is worth paying 3 euros per person for access to the roof, for the lovely views over St Mark’s Square.

Alternatively, if you would prefer to find out more about these quintessential Venetian buildings and their treasures, why not add in our
Optional Extra Private Highlights Tour with your own guide.

Discovering Italy.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Venice - Private Highlights Tour

For first timers to Venice, this is a great introduction. Your own private guide will take you on a 3-4 hr tour around the Basilica and Doges
Palace. You will be able to walk through the prison made famous for temporarily housing Casanova, along with walking over the Bridge of
Sighs; prisoners last glimpse of the outside world.

Price Per Person: £230 per person

Day 3
Day at Leisure

We have intentionally left today at leisure so you can tailor-make the trip to you. You can either wander Venice and buy some souvenirs, or
alternatively, add in one of our Optional Extras. We would particularly recommend a trip to nearby Murano and Burano on our islands tour.

Things to do in Venice.

This evening, you can either stay at leisure or add in a night at the opera in one of two fantastic Optional Extras. Either viewing the opera at
La Fenice’s stunning opera house, or in a palace. See Optional Extras for more information.

A la Carte Optional Extras

/italian-short-break/
/things-venice-holiday/
/event-opera-info/italy/places/venice/things-to-do/
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Venice - Lagoon Island Regular Excursion

Begin this 4hr excursion sailing past San Giorgio Maggiore before disembarking on your first island of Murano. Murano is known for its glass
manufacturing and the tour includes a visit to one of the factories.

Travel onwards to Burano, an archipelago of four islands, and sample the lace which Burano is famous for.

Finish the tour on Torcello, visiting the cathedral and church on this quieter island. Transfer back to Venice.

Please note this is in a small group and is not private.

Price Per Person: £30

Venice - Semi Private Tour of Murano & Burano

The boat will collect you and take you onto both Murano and Burano with your guide. For no more than 8 people in total, this semi private
tour, also includes a glass blowing demonstration on Murano.

Price: From £170 per person for the small group (up to 8 people in total), to Burano and Murano with glass blowing introduction.
Please note this is available on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays only.

Venice - Attend La Fenice Opera House
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This evening attend the opera at La Fenice in your top seats. La Fenice, (The Phoenix) is aptly named as it has burnt down twice in its
lifetime. It has been recently re-mastered to its current glory as one of the most famous theatres in Europe.

Click on the first photo below for a short video.

There are no performances in  August.

La Dame Aux Camelias (Ballet) – Jan 18, 19, 20, 21, 22

Ernani – Mar 16, 19, 22, 25, 28

Orfeo ed Euridice – Apr 28, 30, May 02, 04, 06

Der Fliegende Hollander – June 22, 25, 28, July 01, 04

Price: From £150 – £270 per person.

Venice - Musica a Palazzo Opera Evening

Whether you are an opera lover wanting a new opera experience, or someone wanting a taster of the opera, this is a great option. Located
just along the Grand Canal, this opera takes place right in front of you. There is no stage but only a limited number of chairs, with the singers
performing right in front of you!

Click on the first photo for a short video.

La Traviata – Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays
The Barber of Seville – Wednesdays and Sundays
Rigoletto – Fridays

Price: £100 per person.
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Day 4
Train Transfer to Verona and Private Transfer to your hotel

Private watertaxi transfer to the  train station for your first class train to Verona, (around 1 ¼ hrs train time.) Waiting for you in Verona will be
your private driver to transfer you the short distance to your hotel.

All of the hotels we use are in the centre within easy walking distance of the arena and the main sights, meaning you are free to wander at
your leisure. Waiting for you at hotel reception will be your opera tickets and your Verona Pass Card.

The Verona Pass Card allows free access to many of the local churches and museums. It also comes with a handy map showing where the
sights are located, so you can make best use of your time.

Rest of day at leisure.

Day 5
Day at Leisure and Attend the Opera at the Verona di Arena
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Spend the day exploring Verona. You can enjoy Juliet’s Balcony and Tomb, Castelvecchio, The Natural History Museum and the various
museums and churches all free with your Verona Pass Card.

We would particularly recommend however, that you spend some time visiting the Arena Museum where the old sets are housed.

Also worth seeing up close some of the costumes worn by Maria Callas. Continue your opera tour with a wander around the arena. It will be
so different when all the incredible sets are installed tonight!

Head to the arena shop located within the arena walls, where you can purchase the music, libretto and all other musical souvenirs.

Alternatively, why not add in one of our Optional Extras. For a wine tasting option, we can recommend Al Cristo.

Things to do in Verona.

However, if you want to have some time exploring nearby Lake Garda, why not add in our Lake Garda Day Excursion. Have some time with
a guide on Garda Island, before free time in Sirmione on the bottom of the lake. See Optional Extras below for more information on both
options.

This evening attend the opera at the Arena di Verona in the very best seats in the arena, which we are currently offering as a
Complimentary Free Upgrade. Located on the ground floor and the first 11 rows affords the best view of the stage. For more
information on Seating & Practical Advice.

For a flavour of this spectacle please click on the larger photo link to the right.

The Verona Opera Schedule runs from 17 June – 04 September 2022, however we are now fully booked for June and July.
Schedule:

AUGUST

Aida – 05, 21, 28
La Traviata – 06, 20
Turandot – 07, 10, 13, 19, 26
Carmen – 11, 14, 27
Carmina Burana – 12
Nabucco – 18
Domingo in Verdi Opera Night – 25

SEPTEMBER

La Traviata – 01
Turandot – 02
Nabucco – 03
Aida – 04

Video & photos 3-10 inclusive opposite, copyrighted to the Fondazione Arena di Verona.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Verona - Lake Garda Boat Trip

/things-verona-opera-package-trip/
/event-opera-info/italy/places/verona/things-to-do/
/lake-garda-day/
/event-opera-info/italy/places/verona/advice/
/event-opera-info/italy/synopsis/aida/
/event-opera-info/italy/synopsis/la-traviata/
/event-opera-info/italy/synopsis/turandot/
/event-opera-info/italy/synopsis/carmen/
/event-opera-info/italy/synopsis/nabucco/
/event-opera-info/italy/synopsis/la-traviata/
/event-opera-info/italy/synopsis/turandot/
/event-opera-info/italy/synopsis/nabucco/
/event-opera-info/italy/synopsis/aida/
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This is our most popular tour and with good reason. You take a private transfer to the pier where you will join a public boat, to be taken
across the scenic lake arriving at the privately owned Isola del Garda.

Once there you will be given a tour of the island, perhaps even by the Borghese Cavazza family themselves, and get to learn the history of
the island. The tour will include the neo gothic Venetian style villa, the landscaped luscious gardens and the fantastic view over the lake,
along with tasting some of the local wine and olive oil.

After arriving back on the mainland, your private transfer will take you to Sirmione, a mediaeval castle town where you can wander at your
leisure through the town, purchase some souvenirs and enjoy lunch. We recommend La Speranzina Restaurant which boasts beautiful views
over the lake.

Your private transfer will return you to your hotel late afternoon.

Price Per Person: From £275

Verona - Al Cristo Wine Tasting

We have two great options for you. The first is for those wine connoisseurs. Located within walking distance of your hotel is this small family
run restaurant. The Maitre will take you to the cellar and introduce you to 3-4 wines.

Alternatively, if you have done a wine tasting tour before and want to skip straight to the tasting part, why not combine with a meal, and
sampling the wines with each course.

Price Per Person: From £70 for Wine Tasting

Price Per Person: From £110 for Wine Tasting with Lunch

Price Per Person: From £125 for Wine Tasting with Dinner
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Day 6
Train Transfer to Florence and Private Transfer to your hotel

Private transfer to the train station for your first class train to Florence, (around 1 ½ hrs train time.) Waiting for you on arrival in Florence will
be your private driver to transfer you the short distance to your hotel.

Hotel Brunelleschi is a 4 star hotel conveniently located in the centre of Florence, in the shopping district of Piazza della Repubblica. It
featured in Dan Brown’s ‘Inferno’ book quite heavily.

For the ultimate experience, why not upgrade your room to a Deluxe Duomo View room? Being just below Florence’s most iconic sight, this is
a must for ‘A Room with a View!” See Optional Extras below for more information.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Florence - Upgrade Hotel Brunelleschi Deluxe Duomo View Room

Hotel Brunelleschi is strategically placed for fantastic views over the Florence Duomo but without an upgrade to a deluxe Duomo view room,
you will not be able to enjoy A Room with a View!

Price Per Person: From £65 per person per night

Day 7
Private Guided Tour of the Duomo

This morning your guide will take you to the Duomo for your private guided tour. The Duomo is the main gothic style church in Florence. It
was completed in 1436 with the famous dome created by Filippo Brunelleschi. To date it is still one of the largest in the world. The cathedral
consists of the Baptistery and Giotto’s Campanile, which between them are all UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

At this point your guide will leave you to your own devices for your rest of day at leisure. You are free to explore this city on foot, or we can
recommend some great options!

If you have never been to Florence before, then you cannot leave without seeing Michelangelo’s David statue and Botticelli’s The Birth of
Venus, however, the queues for both are lengthy and can see you spending hours in the heat.

We recommend adding our Priority Line Passes for timed access where you can avoid such a long wait. Alternatively, if you love your Dan
Brown, then a trip to Florence is not complete without a guided tour of the Vasari Corridor which is a secret passageway linking the Uffizi and
Pitti Palaces. Again Professor Langdon used this as a means to escape from danger.

However, if you have been to Florence before then we recommend a walk to the Medici Chapels and the Galileo Museum. If you still have a
spare hour, for a quirky extra, head to Dante’s House, which is used a museum for all things Dante.
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A la Carte Optional Extras

Florence - Priority Line Passes for the Accademia & Uffizi Galleries

Visiting these two museums is quintessential Florence, but the queues can be horrendous. These timed entrance tickets means you get to
see both Michelangelo’s David in the Accademia Gallery, before moving onto the Uffizi Gallery, bypassing the long lines and getting to
witness Botticelli’s The Birth of Venus painting, amongst many others.

Price Per Person: £40 for both the Uffizi and Accademia Gallery tickets

Florence - Private Guided Tour of the Pitti Palace

Your guide will take you on a private guided tour of the Pitti Palace.

The Pitti Palace was built in 1458 and was later bought by the Medici family in 1549. It then became the chief residence of the ruling families
of the Grand Duchy of Tuscany. In this time is amassed many fine paintings. By the 18th century it became the royal palace for Napoleon.
From 1919 it opened its doors to the public, showing these valuable collections.

Price Per Person: From £90

Florence - Private Guided Tour of the Uffizi Gallery

Your guide will meet you for your private guided tour of the Uffizi Gallery.
The Uffizi Gallery created for the Medici family, houses some of the most impressive paintings of the western world. Along the collection is
“The Adoration of the Magi”, “Madonna and Child”, “Baptism of Christ” and the world famous “Birth of Venus”.

Price Per Person: From £95
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Florence - Vasari Corridor & Uffizi Gallery

Today you will take the “Prince’s Itinerary;” the elevated passageway which connects the Palazzo Vecchio and Pitti Palace. Continue over
the Ponte Vecchio to the Uffizi gallery. View the Uffizi highlights of “Birth of Venus” in all her glory, before moving onto Leonardo,
Michelangelo and Raphael’s exhibits.

Venture along the Vasari Corridor, created so that the ruling families could safely travel between government and their homes. Finish the tour
at the enchanting Boboli Gardens and admire Buontalenti’s Grotto.

Price Per Person: From £85

Florence - Chianti Wine Tasting & Dinner

Your private transfer will take you to the Chianti region where you can explore a castle, visit Greve and Castellina, before being taken to a
characteristic tavern for an authentic Chianti dinner and wine. On the menu is Florence’s famous T-bone steak along with the following wines
to sample:

-Chianti Classic
-Chianti Riserva
-Vin Santo (or Supertuscan)

Available from the 01 April – 31 October on Tuesdays and Fridays only and must be for a minimum of 2 people.

Price Per Person: From £110 
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Day 8
Train Transfer to Rome and Private Transfer to your hotel

Private transfer to the train station for first class train to Rome, (around 1 ½ hrs train time.) On arrival in Rome, your private driver will be
waiting to transfer you to your nearby hotel.

4 Star Hotel Forum is located opposite the Imperial Forum in the Ancient Rome district. It has stunning views over the Forums from the
rooftop restaurants.

You have two fantastic Optional Extras here. You can upgrade your room an Imperial View room, and/or add in our Lights & Laser Show,
which tells you the history of Rome through lasers shown over the ruins. See Optional Extras below for more information on both of these.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Rome - Upgrade to an Imperial View Room at Hotel Forum

With your hotel being opposite the Roman Forum, having a good view is paramount. Upgrade to an Imperial Forum room for the best view of
this ancient city.

Price Per Person: From £55 per person per night

Rome - Lights & Laser Show at Roman Forums

Head to the Imperial Forum, conveniently located opposite your hotel, for your Historical Lights and Laser Show. Be entertained by the
history of Rome showcased by lasers against the backdrop of the Old Forum. The show lasts for around 45mins – 1hr before you are free to
wander back to your hotel.

Price Per Person: £20
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Day 9
Private Guided Vatican Visit

After breakfast you will be collected from your hotel and taken to the Vatican City for your half-day tour. Your private guide will show you
around the Sistine Chapel where you can marvel at Michaelangelo’s famous works, before moving onto the Vatican Museums and St Peter’s
Basilica.

You will be able to witness the treasured masterpieces saved from the popes through the centuries. As this tour is privately guided, you will
not have to wait in lengthy queues for your visit to start. This is invaluable as the line for admittance to the Vatican can be very long even first
thing in the morning.

Your guide will leave you after this time and you are free to continue on your own or view the other sights of Rome.

Escaping the crowds.

If however, you have been to Rome before or even if you have not and you want to explore Ancient Rome including the Colosseum, why not
add in our Optional Extra Ancient Rome tour.

For those that have been to Rome before, we have two further options including a half day guided tour of Ostia Antica, Rome’s original port
town.

The second option is a full day exploring Hadrian’s Villa and Villa d’este. Hadrian’s Villa is the sight of a former thermal spa frequented by 
emperors and dignitaries. Villa d’este was built as a consolation price for Cardinal Ippolito d’este whose hopes of becoming pope were
unsuccessful.

The gardens feature over one hundred water features and a calming change from the busy streets of the capital.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Rome - Private Guided Ancient Rome Tour

Enjoy a half-day tour of ancient Rome. You will see the Colosseum, the Roman Forum, the Palatino and Augustus Arch.

Feel as if you have been taken back in time to the last 2,500 years, following in the footsteps of the gladiators in the Colosseum. Walk
through the remains of the Roman Forum viewing what was once the centre of elections, criminal trials and public speeches. Make sure to
find time to see Augustus’s Arch, which spanned the road between the three main temples – Temple of Castor and Pollux, Caesar and
Vesta.

Price Per Person: From £230 

/escaping-crowds-rome-holiday/
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Rome - Private Guided Ostia Antica

Ostia Antica is one of the original port harbours in the world and served Rome in times of sea trade. Lying only twenty-four kilometres from
the city, your private driver will take you to the site where your guide will explain the history to you. There are splendid cypress tress, fantastic
frescoes and you avoid the crowds of Rome. After the tour your private driver will transfer you back to your hotel.

Price Per Person: £490 per person includes private guide, private transfers and tours. 5hrs.

Rome - Private Guided Villa d'Este and Hadrian's Villa

Only 30km from Rome is Villa d’Este. The villa and stunning water fountains were created by Cardinal Ippolito II d’Este in consolation for
failing to be made pope. Explore with your private guide all 120 fountains, along with Villa Adriana and Villa d’Este, now both UNESCO World
Heritage sites.

The gardens are a display of fountains constructed on different levels. The villas are of a Renaissance design and inspired Franz Liszt to
compose Giochi d’Acqua. Villa Adriana was the holiday villa of Emperor Hadrian and has an eclectic blend of Greek, Persian and Egyptian
architecture. Explore the thermal baths, temples, palaces, slave quarters and underground passages, before the tour ends and your private
driver transfers you to your hotel.

Price Per Person: £485 per person includes private guide, private transfers and tour. Full day.

Rome - Papal Audience Visit

If you are in Rome on a Wednesday morning, why not have an audience with the pope. He is normally available (his schedule permitting) at
10.30am and will be happy to bestow his blessing on you. In summer this blessing takes place in St Peter’s Square to accommodate the
masses of devotees.

The pope will offer some readings and teachings in both Italian and English, before asking you to say the “Our Father” prayer collectively in
Latin.

Price Per Person: From £60 
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Rome - Dinner at La Pergola Restaurant at the Vatican

Enjoy a lavish 6 Course Meal in the only 3 Michelin Star restaurant in the whole of Rome. The wine cellar is rich with over 53,000 bottles to
suit the palate of even the most discerning customers. The meals are sourced from the very best the Mediterranean has to offer.

Please note this must be booked at least 4 months in advance to avoid disappointment.

Price Per Person: From £255 for a 6 Course Meal

Day 10
Private Transfer for your flight home

Private airport transfer for your flight home. If your flight is not until later, why not finish your multi city trip, with a private guided tour of the
Catacombs.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Rome - Private Guided Catacombs Tour with Transfer
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No tour of Rome is complete without a trip to the underground catacombs. Your private driver will take you to the  entrance of the catacombs
where you get to view the underground cemeteries, where Christian and Jews were buried. In the past it was usual for the families to gather
here to say the funeral rites and to visit on set occasions. As overcrowding was a problem, many were buried here, dating back to before
400AD.

This tour is best done either on arrival or departure from/to the airport.

Price Per Person: From £260 with arrival transfer.

Price Per Person: From £140 with departure transfer.

Where You'll Stay

Hotel Metropole - Venice (5 Star)
This hotel offers exclusive suites and elegant salons.

It has a web of enchantment, a seductive ambiance and an aura of mystery and exoticism. The hotel has period furniture, soft music
and relaxing perfumes, which enhance your feeling of relaxation.

 

Hotel Firenze - Verona (4 Star)
the Arena, the House and Tomb of Juliet, the Roman Theatre, Castelvecchio with its unique military bridge and Scaligeri Arches
along with the tombs of the medieval Signoria family.

All rooms have recently been refurbished, have air conditioning and bathrooms either with Jacuzzi or shower with steam sauna.

This hotel is only a 10 minute walk from the Arena.
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Hotel Accademia - Verona 
All rooms are spacious and feature air conditioning.

A breakfast buffet is served every morning and includes both sweet and savoury options. Restaurant Accademia specialises in
Veneto food and wine, with meals prepared with fresh local products.

This is our most popular hotel for Verona, which consistently comes out top on fantastic feedback.

 

Hotel Brunelleschi - Florence (4 Star)
This 4 star hotel offers 2 restaurants, a gym and 96 rooms and suites some with jacuzzi and spectacular views of the “Duomo”.

Hotel Brunelleschi was created within a circular Byzantine tower and a medieval church, reconstructed, but keeping the original
characteristics. Inside you can find a private museum with the ruins discovered during the restoration. It is mentioned in Dan
Brown’s “The Da Vinci Code”.

 

Hotel Forum - Rome (4 Star)
For those wanting stunning views over ancient Rome, head to the American Bar on the hotel roof, for that perfect blend of
incredible views and fine dining.

The hotel can boast some distinguished guests in its time including Jacqueline Kennedy, Liz Taylor, Brigitte Bardot, King Gustav of
Sweden, Gregory Peck and the Dalai Lama!

 

Testimonials
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We’ve had a fantastic time and experience! A huge part of being able to completely relax and enjoy the holiday was that everything from start
to finish with yourselves had been superbly and efficiently arranged. It has been a pleasure dealing with you and having our holiday arranged
by you. The hotels were excellent, with friendly and helpful staff. Also the standard of transfer vehicles and drivers was excellent too. It helps
so much when you know everything has been arranged to such a standard.

Judith and Phillip

I have to say on behalf of Carol and myself that the trip was as close to perfect as to be unbelievable. The transfers and hotels, were brilliant
and the Opera took the experience to a whole new level. I really do not know how to thank you all for your help in arranging this trip of a
lifetime, other than to offer our heartfelt thanks to you.

Russ

Price Per Person: From £2,780

What's Included?

● 9 nights accommodation with breakfast (Hotel Metropole – Venice), (Hotel Firenze – Verona), (Hotel Brunelleschi – Florence), (Hotel
Forum – Rome)

● Activities as described including Free Complimentary Upgrade to the very best seating at the Verona arena
● Private airport and train transfers
● 1st Class Trains
● Flights back to the UK (includes 1 hold bag per person)

Departure airports:
Birmingham
Bristol
Edinburgh
Gatwick
Heathrow
Leeds
Luton
Manchester
Newcastle
Stansted

Our international clients are welcome to book their own flights.

© 2018 Weekend a la Carte

For Expert Advice Call
01722 445900

 


