
 
 

 
 
Guide to our Venice Carnival Packages 
 
Why Venice Carnival? 
For two weeks around February time, Venice goes into full Carnival mode. All of our Venice Carnival 
packages take place in the same stunning palace; Palazzo Pisani Moretti and as well as attending the 
ball, we also include extended costume hire for the duration of your break. We are very proud that 
no other UK company offers these carnival balls or has been able to negotiate the extended costume 
hire. This is very special as it means you can promenade numerous times in your stunning costume; 
a wonderful part of your stay. 
 
Due to our good relationship with the ball organisers, we have allocation of these highly sought after 
limited tickets, both entry and upgrade to top VIP level tickets. 
 

 
 
The three carnival breaks each have a different focus, and to help you choose, we have included 
here an easy guide: 
 
Which ball should I go to? 
 
Tiepolo Ball – The most traditional of our 3 options which features a good level of traditional 
dancing learning steps like the Minuetto and Cotillon. This is our entry level ball. 
 
Mascheranda Ball – This is our most popular mid-level ball and with good reason! This is the party 
ball. It also has the highest level of competitions take place throughout the night. 
 
Il Ballo del Doge – This is our top level, VIP ball. With the best costumes and entertainment 
throughout the night, this is the ball to be seen at and maybe even do a bit of celebrity spotting!  
With your mask in place, you never know who may be at the next table! 
 



 
 
Why us? 
The Venice Carnival is a must do event, which is perfect for celebrating a special occasion. For 14 
years we have put together fantastic packages which include attending one of the best Venice 
Carnival balls in historical costume, but don’t underestimate just how special this is! You have an 
exclusive appointment with one of the best ateliers (costume houses) in Venice who will look into 
every details of your costume, making sure you look absolutely perfect. You are then free to 
promenade in your historical period costume, where the locals will flock to take your photo and 
compliment you on how stunning you look. Remember, you are there to be seen! With our extended 
costume hire, you will be living the part for the duration of your trip, not just for the night of the 
carnival.  
 
We have access to both entry and VIP level tickets, so you have the option of upgrading to the very 
best. This can mean main room dining with the entertainment taking place around you for both the 
Mascheranda and Tiepolo Balls, or being seated on the top VIP floor with full access to both floors 
for Il Ballo del Doge. These are highly sought after and difficult to get hold of tickets, so do sell out 
very early.  
 
Combine this with staying in a hotel within minutes of St Mark’s Square and you have a once in a 
lifetime experience like no other. We also offer a meet and greet transfer for hassle free arrival to 
your hotel in Venice and to the ball, so you can arrive in style. Whether it is ground arrangements 
only or the full trip, we can cater for both. 
 

 
 
Our Top Tip? 
Whilst your period costume is truly unique, the accessories do not have to purchased solely in 
Venice. The ateliers are very good at selling items for either hire or to buy and they can be pricey. 
We recommend for the women taking a few classic pieces of jewellery which will go with any colour 
costume. For both men and women it is advisable to bring your own shoes as this can be a long 
evening if shoes are pinching or otherwise uncomfortable. For the men, dress shoes are perfect as 
the atelier can clip a buckle to the front and instantly transform them into period pieces. Our final 
tip? If you want to buy your mask before you leave home, then we recommend lace masks. These 
look beautiful but are also flat and easy to pack without getting damaged in a suitcase.  
 
Click here to see more information on all our Venice Carnival packages - /italian-short-
breaks/festivals-and-events/venice-carnival/ 
 
Why we love Hotel Metropole 
It is impossible not to love this stunning 5 star hotel. Located only around a 5 minutes walk from St 
Mark’s Square, you are right in the main hub of the city. This hotel was built for carnival as incense 
sticks fragrance the air and masks adorn the rooms. We thoroughly recommend paying the upgrade 
to a lagoon view room, for a view over San Giorgio Island.  

https://italianshort.wpengine.com/italian-short-breaks/festivals-and-events/venice-carnival/
https://italianshort.wpengine.com/italian-short-breaks/festivals-and-events/venice-carnival/


 
Fine dining is such a big part of the Venetian experience. Hotel Metropole boasts the Met Restaurant 
with Michelin Starred Chef, who puts together the best locally sourced Venetian menu in the form of 
the gourmet tasting menu. All of our Venice Carnival packages offer the option of an evening 
sampling these incredible Venetian delicacies, and you will soon see why. We recommend you try 
one of each of the two options on offer, and really savour the mouth-watering tastes. 
 

 
 
Packing List 
Whilst most accessories such as hats, wigs and capes can be hired from the atelier, please note for 
hygiene reasons masks and earrings must be purchased. You will save money if you buy masks and 
earrings before you go, though of course not have such a great selection outside of Venice. 
 
Travel Information 
 
UK Airports 
Departure airports vary between each of the carnival balls, but tend to be: 
 

• Gatwick (daily) 
• Heathrow (daily) 
• Luton 
• Stansted 
• Bristol 
• Manchester 
• Edinburgh 

 
Flight Time 
Typically around 1.5hrs from London airports. 
 
Weather 
Winter temperatures hover around 3 celsius. 
 
It is possible that high tides may be present. If so St Mark’s Square is the lowest point of Venice and 
raised walkways will be in use. It is not something to worry about, but rather to embrace Venice as 
the locals do! 
 
Other Information 
Venice is a very busy city during carnival and it is likely that you will have to queue for many of the 
main sights. You may consider purchasing a Venice St Mark’s Card, as this means you can fast track 
the line for the Doge’s Palace and the Basilica.  
 
 
 


